
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
Remaining trees in Tukwila tree-removal area will be cut, chipped 

“Host” trees on private residences come down today 
 
OLYMPIA – A King County Superior Court judge agreed late Tuesday to issue access warrants early today, allowing 

the Washington State Department of Agriculture to remove the last trees in the Tukwila tree-removal area. In the past 

week, three of 51 homeowners who live in the one-eighth mile tree-cutting area had refused WSDA permission to 

remove trees potentially infested with the citrus longhorned beetle.  

 

On Monday, the court recognized what WSDA officials have repeatedly stressed during the past year: “(The beetles) 

constitute an extreme threat to the interests of the state.”  But the judge went on to rule that the homeowners of the 

three properties are owed compensation.  

 

In stark contrast to the judge’s compensation ruling, Director Valoria Loveland said,  “We will appeal the judge’s order 

as soon as Friday.” 

 

Loveland went on to say, “Our authority to remove trees is based on a governor-declared and public emergency. If we 

fail to prevent the spread of this destructive beetle, we risk losing thousands more trees in our communities, wildlife 

and salmon habitat, fruit orchards and jobs.”  

 

While Loveland remains firm that no compensation is owed, department officials and property owners did enter into an 

agreement late Tuesday. That agreement specifies how much payment would be due the three homeowners if, after the 

appeals process, a higher court holds that compensation is required.   

 

The host trees – those favored by the beetle — located on the three residences have been or will be appraised by an 

arborist hired by the property owners. Contractor and WSDA crews expect to begin removing the last of trees in the 

one-eighth mile tree-removal area today.    

 

### 

 

Note to editors:  Department of Agriculture has updated its Web site. Background information is available at this new 

URL http://www.wa.gov/agr/PlantsInsects/InsectPests/CLHB/default.htm 
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